
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

ORDER OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL 

Order ;n Counc;J No. 292 , Approved and Ordered June 03, 2022 

ti~ mmistratur 
Executive Council Chambers, Victoria 

Admi11istralor 
On the recommendation of the undersigned, the Licatcmmt G mm, by and with the advice and consent of the 

Executive Council, orders that, effective March 1, 2023, 

(a) sections 1 to 9 of the Enviro11mental Management Amendment Act, 2020, S.B.C. 2020, c. 3, are brought into 
force, 

(b) the Waste Discharge Regulation, B.C. Reg. 320/2004, is amended as set out in the attached Appendix 1, and 

(c) the Contaminated Sites Regulation, B.C. Reg. 375/96, is amended as set out in the following sections of the 
attached Appendix 2: 

(i) sections 2 and 5; 

(ii) section 7, as it enacts sections 40 to 42, 43 (I) and (2), 44, 45 and 46.1 (7); 

(iii) sections IO, 11 and 13. 

__ -&t~~·---
Minister of Envir&?ment;;d Climate Change Strategy 
and Minister Responsible for Trans/ink 

Presiding Member of the Executive Council 

(This part is for udm1mstru11ve purposes 011/y a11d fa· 1wl purl of the Order.) 

Authority under which Order is made: 

Ace and section: Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2020, S.B.C. 2020, c. 3, s. IO; 

Environmental Management Act, S.B.C. 2003, c. 53, ss. 62, 138 and 139 

Other: OIC 1480/96, 723/2004 
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APPENDIX 1

1 Schedule 1 of the Waste Discharge Regulation, B.C. Reg. 320/2004, is amended by
repealing the definition of “contaminated site contaminant management” in section 2
and substituting the following:

“contaminated site contaminant management” means an activity, at or away from
a contaminated site, for the treatment, consolidation, removal, recycling,
destruction or disposal of contaminants or contaminated substances from the
site; .

APPENDIX 2

1 Part 1 of the Contaminated Sites Regulation, B.C. Reg. 375/96, is amended 

(a) in section 1 by repealing the definition of “background concentration” and
substituting the following:

“background concentration” means the naturally occurring concentration of a
substance in an environmental medium at a geographic area, as determined in
accordance with the director’s protocols; ,

(b) in section 1 in the definitions of “high density residential use” and “low density
residential use” by adding “, subject to section 1.2,” after “means”, and

(c) by adding the following section:

Interpretation — high and low density residential land uses

1.2 For the purposes of the definitions of “high density land use” and “low density land
use” in section 1, a land use that would otherwise be a high density residential land
use is to be considered to be a low density residential use if the land is also used 

(a) to grow plants for human consumption, or

(b) as a playground, sports field, picnic area or other use that involves frequent
contact with the soil by children.

2 Section 4.2 is amended 

(a) by adding the following subsection:

(1.1) A person is exempt from the requirement to provide a site disclosure statement
to a municipality under section 40 (1) (b) (ii) of the Act if the land is the site of a
waste management facility that is 

(a) operated under a permit or operational certificate, and

(b) actively accepting or processing waste. , and

(b) in subsection (2) by adding the following paragraphs:

(c.1) installing or replacing posts for decks;

(c.2) installing footings, pads or other concrete structures at or near the surface
of the ground; .
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3 Section 6.3 is amended 

(a) in subsection (2) (a) by striking out “subject to” and substituting “operated under”,
and 

(b) in subsection (3) by striking out “must be undertaken” and substituting “must be
completed”.

4 Section 7.1 (1) (f) is repealed.

5 Sections 8 (1) (a) and 9 (20) (f) are repealed.

6 Section 11 is amended 

(a) in subsection (1) by adding the following paragraph:

(b.1) the concentration of any of the following substances, as defined in Schedule
3.2, in surface water or groundwater at the site is greater than the applicable
generic numerical water standard:

(i) EPHw10-19;

(ii) nonaqueous phase liquids;

(iii) VHw6-10; , and

(b) in subsection (4) (b) by striking out “a commercial or industrial activity listed in
Schedule 2” and substituting “a specified industrial or commercial use”.

7 Part 8 is repealed and the following substituted:

PART 8 – REMOVAL OF SOIL

Division 1 – Interpretation

Definitions

40 In this Part:

“federal land” means land under the administration and control of Her Majesty the
Queen in right of Canada;

“highway” has the same meaning as in the Transportation Act;

“low-impact land use” means a land use described in any of paragraphs (a) to (d)
of section 12 (3) [wildlands, agricultural, urban park or residential];

“pipeline” has the same meaning as in the Oil and Gas Activities Act;

“preload” means soil that, for geotechnical purposes, is temporarily placed on the
surface of a site to compress the underlying soil;

“qualified professional”, in relation to a duty or function under this Part, means an
individual who

(a) is registered in British Columbia with a professional organization, acts
under that organization’s code of ethics and is subject to disciplinary action
by that organization, and
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(b) through suitable education, experience, accreditation and knowledge may
reasonably be relied on to provide advice within the individual’s area of
expertise, which area of expertise is applicable to the duty or function;

“receiving site” means a site at which soil is deposited;

“source site” means a site from which soil is removed;

“transit system” has the same meaning as in the Transportation Act;

“winter-maintenance sand” means sand that is applied to roadways or other
surfaces for the purpose of managing icy conditions.

Definition of “waste” in the Act

41 (1) For the purposes of the definition of “waste” in section 1 (1) of the Act, a soil is
prescribed as waste in relation to a receiving site if

(a) the concentration of any substance in the soil is greater than 

(i) the generic numerical soil standard applicable to the receiving site, or

(ii) the lowest value of the matrix numerical soil standards applicable to
the receiving site, or

(b) the concentration of any substance in vapour emissions from the soil is
greater than the generic numerical vapour standard applicable to the
receiving site.

(2) Subsection (1) (a) does not apply in relation to a substance if the concentration of
the substance in soil is not greater than 

(a) the applicable site-specific numerical standard, or

(b) the background concentration of that substance in soil at the receiving site.

(3) Subsection (1) (b) does not apply in relation to a substance if 

(a) the concentration of the substance in vapour is not greater than

(i) the applicable site-specific numerical standard, or

(ii) the background concentration of that substance in vapour at the
receiving site, or

(b) the soil is exempt under subsection (4) from vapour analysis.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3) (b), soil is exempt from vapour analysis if 

(a) the soil does not contain any volatile chlorinated substance set out in
Schedule 3.1, and

(b) the soil does not contain any substance with a concentration greater than 

(i) the generic numerical soil standard for a low density residential land
use, or

(ii) the lowest value of the matrix numerical soil standards for a low
density residential land use.
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Division 2 – Removal of Soil

Removal of soil

42 (1) Section 55 (1.1) [removal of soil – notice] of the Act applies to the removal of
soil from a source site to a receiving site unless the soil is exempt under

(a) section 55 (1.4) [removal of small amounts of soil] of the Act,

(b) section 55 (5) [removal of soil that is waste] of the Act, or

(c) subsection (2) of this section.

(2) A removal of soil to a receiving site is exempt from section 55 (1.1) of the Act in
any of the following circumstances:

(a) the receiving site is outside of British Columbia;

(b) the receiving site is on federal land, other than a reserve within the meaning
of the Indian Act (Canada);

 (c) the source site has not been used other than for a low-impact land use or
mining of marl, earth, soil, peat, sand, gravel, dimension stone, rock or any
natural substance that is used for a construction purpose on land and the soil
was 

(i) extracted in accordance with a permit under the Mines Act, and 

(ii) transported directly to the receiving site;

(d) the soil is preload that was originally extracted from a site used for a
low-impact land use, whether or not the source site is used for a low-impact
land use;

(e) the soil is winter-maintenance sand.

(3) For the purposes of section 55 (1.4) of the Act, the following amount of soil is
prescribed as exempt from section 55 (1.1) of the Act:

(a) in the case of soil removed from a source site classified under a director’s
protocol as low, moderate, medium or intermediate risk, the prescribed
amount is 30 cubic metres calculated in accordance with subsection (4) of
this section;

(b) in the case of soil removed from a source site classified under a director’s
protocol as high risk, no amount is prescribed.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3) (a), the amount of soil removed is to be
calculated by adding the amounts removed over the course of the same project in
any period of 2 years.

Notice of removal of soil

43 (1) A notice under section 55 (1.1) [removal of soil – notice] of the Act must be

(a) in the form set out in Schedule 8, and

(b) provided to the minister by a qualified professional, through a website
maintained by or on behalf of the minister, at least one week and no more
than 2 years before the removal of the soil to which the notice relates. 

(2) For the purposes of section 55 (1.2) (a) (iv) of the Act, a summary of an analysis
of the quality of soil must identify
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(a) which substances in the soil or in vapours emitted from the soil were
analyzed, and

(b) the concentrations of those substances.

(3) For the purposes of section 55 (1.2) (a) (v) of the Act, a notice under section 55
(1.1) must include the information specified in the form set out in Schedule 8.

Division 3 – High Volume Sites

Definitions

44 In this Division: 

“high volume site” means a site in relation to which section 55.1 (2) [high volume
soil receiving sites] of the Act applies;

“managed soil”, in relation to a high volume site, means relocated industrial or
commercial site soil that is 

(a) relocated to the site, and

(b) not exempt under section 45 (3).

High volume sites

45 (1) For the purposes of section 55.1 (2) of the Act, the prescribed amount is 20 000
cubic metres.

(2) Section 55.1 (2) of the Act does not apply in relation to a waste management
facility.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), section 55.1 (2) of the Act does not apply in relation to
soil that is relocated to a site in any of the following circumstances:

(a) the soil is relocated to the site before November 1, 2022,

(b) the soil does not meet any of the following criteria:

(i) the concentration of any substance in the soil is greater than 

(A) the generic numerical soil standard applicable to a site that is
used for a low-impact land use, or

(B) the lowest value of the matrix numerical soil standards
applicable to a site that is used for a low-impact land use;

(ii) the concentration of any substance in vapour emissions from the soil
is greater than the generic numerical vapour standard applicable to a
site that is used for a low-impact land use;

(c) subject to subsection (4), the soil is relocated to a site of any of the
following facilities in the course of constructing or maintaining the facility:

(i) a highway;

(ii) a transit system; 

(iii) a pipeline;

(iv) a sewage collection system;

(v) a drainage collection system that is below ground;

(vi) a water distribution system;
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(vii) an electricity transmission or distribution system;

(viii) a telecommunications line or tower;

(ix) a right of way required for infrastructure described in any of subpara-
graphs (i) to (viii);

(x) dikes, green shores or other structures constructed to prevent
flooding or erosion. 

(4) The exemption under subsection (3) (c) does not apply in relation to soil that is
relocated to a site described in that subsection if

(a) the site is within 10 metres of 

(i) a watercourse or body of water, whether or not usually containing
water, or 

(ii) any of the following that is connected by surface flow to a
watercourse or body of water referred to in subparagraph (i):

(A) a ditch, whether or not usually containing water;

(B) a spring, whether or not usually containing water;

(C) a wetland, and

(b) the soil contains an organic substance with a concentration greater than

(i) the generic numerical soil standard applicable to a site that is used for
a low-impact land use, or

(ii) the lowest value of the matrix numerical soil standards applicable to
a site that is used for a low-impact land use.

Registration of high volume site

46 (1) For the purposes of section 55.1 (2) (a) of the Act, the owner of a high volume
site must register the site with the minister.

(2) An application for registration under subsection (1) must be

(a) in the form set out in Schedule 8.1, and

(b) submitted by a qualified professional through a website maintained by or on
behalf of the minister. 

Soil management plan

46.1 (1) For the purposes of section 55.1 (2) (a) of the Act, the owner of a high volume
site must 

(a) have a soil management plan for the site, and

(b) manage the site in accordance with that soil management plan until the site
is closed.

(2) A soil management plan for a high volume site must be 

(a) developed by a qualified professional, and

(b) approved by an approved professional other than the qualified professional
who developed the plan.

(3) A soil management plan for a high volume site must
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(a) ensure the managed soil at the site is contained so that substances in that soil
do not migrate from the site in concentrations sufficient to cause contami-
nation at another site, and

(b) without limiting paragraph (a), 

(i) set out procedures for 

(A) the detailed tracking of the source sites of the managed soil at
the site and the locations at the site where the managed soil from
each source site is deposited, and

(B) seasonal groundwater monitoring, and

(ii) include a plan for closure of the high volume site.

(4) A soil management plan under subsection (1) for a high volume site must be
implemented under the supervision of a qualified professional.

(5) A closure plan under subsection (3) (b) (ii) must provide that the site must not be
closed until 

(a) the operator has ceased accepting relocated industrial or commercial site
soil for deposit at the site, other than soil exempt under section 45 (3), and

(b) an approved professional has given an opinion that

(i) the substances in the managed soil at the site are stable, in accordance
with the director’s protocols, and

(ii) seasonal groundwater monitoring is no longer required for the
purposes described in subsection (3) (a) of this section.

(6) An opinion referred to in subsection (5) (b) must be in writing and must set out
the reasons on which the opinion is based.

(7) The owner of a high volume site must retain a copy of the soil management plan
for the site for at least 10 years after the site is closed.

8 Schedule 1 is repealed and the attached Schedule 1 is substituted.

9 Schedule 2 is repealed.

10 The attached Schedule 2 is added.

11 Schedule 3 is amended

(a) in the heading to Table 1 by striking out “Site Profiles” and substituting “Site
Disclosure Statements”,

(b) in item 1 of Table 1 

(i) by striking out “Site Profiles” in the heading and substituting “Site Disclosure
Statements”, and

(ii) by striking out “site profile” and substituting “site disclosure statement”,

(c) in Table 2 by repealing item 3 (a), and

(d) in Table 3
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(i) by striking out “contaminated soil relocation agreement,” in item 1, and

(ii) by striking out “site profile” and substituting “site disclosure statement” in
item 2.

12 Schedules 3.1 to 3.4 are repealed and the attached Schedules 3.1 to 3.4 are substituted.

13 Schedule 8 is repealed and the attached Schedule 8 is substituted.

14 The attached Schedule 8.1 is added.
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SCHEDULE 1

All fields marked with a red asterisk (*) are mandatory.

Has the site been used for any industrial or commercial uses described in SCHEDULE 2 of the Contaminated Sites Regulation?

If you answered NO to the question above, the form is not submitted to the ministry. As per Section 3.5 of the Contaminated Sites Regulation, a
municipality or approving officer may still request a person to complete a site disclosure statement for their records.

If you answered YES to the question above, you must complete this form if no exemptions apply.

Yes
No

Exemptions

If YES, indicate which exemption applies. As per Section 3.5 of the Contaminated Sites Regulation, a municipality or approving officer may
still request a person to complete a site disclosure statement for their records.

Select one

Description

Include additional information as needed

Yes
No

Section I - CONTACT INFORMATION

Company, if applicable

Last name First name

Address City

Province Country Postal code

Phone number Email

*

Do any of the exemptions from submitting a site disclosure statement apply? (see the CONTAMINATED SITES REGULATION, Part 2, Division 3) *

*

* *

* *

* * *

* *

: 

0 
0 
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Company, if applicable

Agent authorized to complete form on behalf of the owner or operator

Last name First name

C: PERSON TO CONTACT REGARDING THE SITE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Company, if applicable

Last name First name 

Address City 

Province Country Postal code 

Phone number Email

Section II - SITE INFORMATION

Coordinates for the centre of the site:
Latitude

Longitude

Attention:

A separate map with appropriate scale showing the location and boundaries of the site must be included.

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

I will include a map with my submission

* *

* *

* * *

* *

* * *

* * *

*

B: PERSON COMPLETING SITE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT (leave blank if same as above)

D 

D 
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Land description

PID

For untitled Crown land

And if available: Crown land file numbers

Land description

PIN

Section III - SPECIFIED INDUSTRIAL OR COMMERCIAL USES

Indicate all the industrial or commercial uses described in the Contaminated Sites Regulation SCHEDULE 2 which have occurred or are
occurring on this site.

Example Schedule 2 references and descriptions

E1. appliance, equipment, or engine maintenance, repair, reconditioning, cleaning or salvage

F10. solvent manufacturing, bulk storage, shipping and handling

Schedule 2 reference and description

Select all that apply, choose "none" if no Schedule 2 uses apply.

*

*

*

*

*

For legally titled, registered property

City Postal code 

*

* *

Legally titled, registered property

Untitled Crown land

Land ownership *

0 
0 

Site address 
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By signing below, I confirm that the information in this form is complete and accurate to the best of my
knowledge:

3. List any past or present government orders, permits, approvals, certificates or notifications pertaining to the environmental condition of
the site:

If not applicable, type N/A

Section V - DECLARATIONS

Where a municipal approval is not required, you must indicate the reason for submission directly to the registrar:

Under order

BIA proceedings

Foreclosure

Decommissioning

CCAA proceedings

Ceasing operations

SIGNATURE

Sign above
For agents completing this form, save to PDF then forward the form to the
owner/operator to complete this section.

First and last name

Date signed

Owner

Operator



*

*



Section IV - ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1. Provide a brief summary of the planned activity and proposed land use at the site.

If not applicable, type N/A

*

2. Indicate the information used to complete this site disclosure statement including a list of record searches completed. 

D 

D 

D 

D 

0 
0 

D 

D 
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APPROVING AUTHORITY CONTACT INFORMATION

All fields in this section must be completed by the municipality (including regional districts) or approving officer prior to forwarding the form
to the site registrar.

Address

Reason for submission (Please check one or more of the following):

First and last name Agency

Phone number

( ) 

Email

for an activity that will likely disturb
soil

Building permit Subdivision Zoning
for an activity that will likely disturb
soil

Development permit

Date received by approving authority



Date submitted to registrar



D D D D 
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SCHEDULE 2 
SPECIFIED INDUSTRIAL OR COMMERCIAL USES 

 
 

A Chemical industries and activities 
1. adhesives manufacturing or bulk storage
2. chemical manufacturing or bulk storage
3. explosives or ammunition manufacturing or bulk storage
4. fire retardant manufacturing, bulk storage or shipping
5. fertilizer manufacturing, bulk storage or shipping
6. ink or dye manufacturing or bulk storage
7. leather or hides tanning
8. paint, lacquer or varnish manufacturing, formulation, recycling or bulk

storage
9. pharmaceutical products, or controlled substances as defined in the

Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (Canada), manufacturing or operations
10. plastic products (foam or expanded plastic) manufacturing or repurposing
11. textile dyeing
12. pesticide manufacturing, formulation, bulk storage or shipping
13. resin or plastic monomer manufacturing, formulation or bulk storage

B Electrical equipment and activities 
1. battery manufacturing, recycling or bulk storage
2. facilities using equipment that contains PCBs greater than or equal to

50 ppm
3. electrical equipment manufacturing, refurbishing or bulk storage
4. electrical transmission or distribution substations
5. electronic equipment manufacturing
6. transformer oil manufacturing, processing or bulk storage
7. electrical power generating operations fueled by coal or petroleum

hydrocarbons that supply electricity to a community or commercial or
industrial operation, excluding emergency generators.
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C Metal smelting, processing or finishing industries and activities 
1. foundries
2. galvanizing
3. metal plating or finishing
4. metal salvage operations
5. metal smelting or refining
6. welding or machine shops (repair or fabrication)

D Mining, milling or related industries and activities at or near land 
surface 

1. asbestos mining, milling, bulk storage or shipping
2. coal coke manufacture, bulk storage or shipping
3. coal or lignite mining, milling, bulk storage or shipping
4. milling reagent manufacture, bulk storage or shipping
5. metal concentrate bulk storage or shipping
6. metal ore mining or milling

E Miscellaneous industries, operations or activities 
1. appliance, equipment or engine maintenance, repair, reconditioning,

cleaning or salvage
2. ash deposit from boilers, incinerators or other thermal facilities
3. asphalt and asphalt tar manufacture, storage and distribution, including

stationary asphalt batch plants
4. coal gasification (manufactured gas production)
5. medical, chemical, radiological or biological laboratories
6. outdoor firearm shooting ranges
7. road salt or brine storage
8. measuring instruments (containing mercury) manufacture, repair or bulk

storage
9. dry cleaning facilities or operations and dry cleaning chemical storage,

excluding locations at which clothing is deposited but no dry cleaning
process occurs

10. Repealed.
11. fire training facilities at which fire retardants are used
12. Repealed.
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F Petroleum (including blends and biodiesels) and natural gas drilling, 
production, processing, retailing, distribution and commercial storage 

1. petroleum or natural gas drilling
2. petroleum or natural gas production facilities
3. natural gas processing
4. petroleum coke manufacture, bulk storage or shipping
5. petroleum product, other than compressed gas, dispensing facilities,

including service stations and card locks
6. petroleum, natural gas or sulfur pipeline rights of way excluding rights of

way for pipelines used to distribute natural gas to consumers in a
community

7. petroleum product (other than compressed gas), or produced water
storage in non mobile above ground or underground tanks, except above
ground tanks associated with emergency generators or with secondary
containment

8. petroleum product, other than compressed gas, bulk storage or distribution
9. petroleum refining
10. solvent manufacturing or bulk storage
11. sulfur handling, processing, or bulk storage and distribution

G Transportation industries, operations and related activities 
1. aircraft maintenance, cleaning or salvage
2. automotive, truck, bus, subway or other motor vehicle maintenance, repair,

salvage or wrecking
3. dry docks, marinas, shipbuilding or boat repair and maintenance, including

paint removal from hulls
4. marine equipment salvage
5. rail car or locomotive maintenance, cleaning, salvage or related uses,

including railyards

H Waste disposal and recycling operations and activities 
1. antifreeze bulk storage, recycling or shipping
2. barrel, drum or tank reconditioning or salvage
3. biomedical waste disposal
4. bulk manure stockpiling and high rate land application or disposal (nonfarm

applications only)
5. landfilling of construction demolition material, including without limitation

asphalt and concrete
6. contaminated soil or sediment storage, treatment, deposit or disposal
7. dry cleaning waste disposal
8. electrical equipment recycling
9. industrial waste lagoons or impoundments
10. industrial waste storage, recycling or landfilling
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11. industrial woodwaste (log yard waste, hogfuel) disposal
12. mine tailings waste disposal
13. municipal waste storage, recycling, composting or landfilling
14. organic or petroleum material landspreading (landfarming)
15. sandblasting operations or sandblasting waste disposal
16. septic tank pumpage storage or disposal
17. sewage lagoons or impoundments
18. hazardous waste storage, treatment or disposal
19. sludge drying or composting
20. municipal or provincial road or yard snow removal dumping
21. waste oil reprocessing, recycling or bulk storage
22. wire reclaiming operations

I Wood, pulp and paper products and related industries and activities 
1. particle or wafer board manufacturing
2. pulp mill operations
3. pulp and paper manufacturing
4. treated wood storage at the site of treatment
5. veneer or plywood manufacturing
6. wood treatment (antisapstain or preservation)
7. wood treatment chemical manufacturing or bulk storage
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SCHEDULE 8

To be completed by a qualified professional on behalf of the person responsible for relocating soil.

0 
0 

0 
0 

D 
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Describe soil characterization method: 
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Company, if applicable 
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Company, if applicable 
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Environmental Management Act
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SCHEDULE 8.1
HIGH VOLUME SOIL RECEIVING SITE

REGISTRATION FORM

Section 1 - RECEIVING SITE OWNER AND/OR OPERATOR

Additional owners and operators

D 
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Section 2 - RECEIVING SITE CONTACT PERSON

Receiving site contact person

Section 3 - RECEIVING SITE LOCATION

Coordinates for the centre of the site:
Latitude

Longitude

Attention:

0 
0 
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For legally titled, registered property

Attention:

PID and legal land description

For untitled Crown land

And if available:

0 
0 
0 

Legal land description 
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SECTION 4 - RECEIVING SITE USE

Receiving site primary land use:



For untitled municipal land
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Section 6 - QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL DECLARATION





Section 5 - QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION




